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Media of mass communication are very 
important part of the society. They are 
also very powerful systems that influence 
the society. But the exercise of power by 
the media gets regulated and controlled 
by the various laws and rules enacted 
from time to time.  
Media laws in India have a long history 
right from the British rule. 

MEDIA LAWS IN INDIA 



•  First Regulations on the Press (1799) 
•  Modification of Censorship Law (1813) 
•  Regulations for Registration (1823) 
•  Liberalisation moves of Metcalfe and Macaulay Act XI (1835) 
•  The Mutiny and Vernacular Press Act (1857) 
•  Indian Penal Code (1860) 
•  Press and Registration of Books Act (1867) 
•  Vernacular Press Act (1878) 
•  The Indian Telegraph Act (1882) 
•  Indian Post Office Act (1898) 
•  The Indian Press Act (1910) 
•  Official Secrets Act (1923) 
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•  Contempt of Court Act (1952) 
•  Drugs and Magic Remedies (Objectionable 

Advertisement) Act, 1954 
•  Young Persons (Harmful Publications) Act, 1956 
•  Parliamentary Proceedings (Protection of Publication) 

Act, 1956 
•  Copyright Act (1957) 
•  Working Journalists (Fixation of rates of wages) Act, 

1958 
•  Defence Of India Act (1962) 
•  Press Council Of India Act (1965) 
•  The Criminal Procedure Code (1973) 
•  The Prasar Bharati Act (1990) 
•  Cable Television Networks Regulation Act (1995) 
•  Right to Information Act (2005) 
 
 

   



THE EAST INDIA COMPANY (18TH CENTURY) 



THE BENGAL GAZETTE (1780) 



FIRST REGULATIONS ON THE PRESS (1799) 



FIRST REGULATIONS ON THE PRESS (1799) 




