
Film & Literature

Concept and Understanding



Introduction
Film:

It is such a field which is more related to

photography and painting in the beginning but

slowly and gradually developed into a moving

images shown on screen usually with sound that

make a story.

It is basically a visual art form which stimulate

experience that communicate ideas, stories,

perception, feelings, beauty or atmosphere by the

means of recorded or programmed moving images,

along with sound and other sensory stimulations.

Literature:
It is written communication whether in poetic shape 

or dramatic or fiction. It always communicates 

human experiences and employs devices of 

narrative.

Film and Literature are the 
artistic expression of human 
mind. Man thinks of 
different ways  of 
communicating human 
experiences to broaden the 
enlightenment of scenario .

The relation or connection of 
Film & Literature is as old as 
humanity. The 19th Century 
is the slow beginning to take 
ideal shape of process of 
creative exchange between 
Film & Literature. 



Conti…

❑Adaptation of literary genre for filming is not new/recent phenomenon but an old one.

Adaptation of films have various sources for e. g. Theatre, Novel, Music, and Painting.

All these sources get techniques of stage, lighting, movements, and gestures, structures,

characterization, theme, point of view, rhythm, repetition, colour & counter point

respectively.

❑ Adaptation of film/film making is an advance and important milestone in the

development/progress of human being.



The famous filmmaker and a master of film adaptation George Melies has contributed a

lot to film adaptations and the work to his credit is Cinderella and King John.

Sherlock’s Holme’s Baffled was based on Doyle’s detective character “Sherlock Holme”.

(It was first detective movie released in 1900).

Charles Dickens’s a Christmas Carol was adapted frequently.

Bimal Mitra’s Bengali story Saheb Bibi aur Gulam filmed by Guru Dutta proved beyond

any shadow of doubt.

Sharad Chandra Chattopadhya’s stories – Devdas and Parinneth were filmed to the great

satisfaction and enjoyment of the public and time.

Omkara movie of 2006 is based on Shakespeare’s play Othello.

R. K. Narayana’s Guide was adapted into Bollywood classics of the same title

successfully.

No doubt, literature and film are the artistic expression, unifying the

human mind. The interest displayed by the public in watching the films

speaks volumes about the quality of creativeness both in the original

and adaptation.



Points of Similarity:

➢Film and Literature are common in certain points of contact, as they are the narrative

structure and impression of reality.

➢The narrator of the text and the director of film adapt the theme in accordance with

their goals and ideology.

➢The writer use the literary language whereas in film adaptation the director uses a

language peculiar or fit for the appreciation of audience.

Points of Difference:

➢In Literature, the writer uses language to show the interior of character while in Film

the moving pictures show the character through picture.

➢In Literature, the narration can be in the First, & the third person whereas in films it is

linear fashion.

➢In Literature, the author’s role is to create word pictures for the reader to delve into

the character, while in film the audience is saved from the trouble of transforming words

into images.



Literature casts light on the meaning of in the film and the study of the

Film can illuminate the full value of literature.

Film and Literature, no doubt both gives knowledge. Books read are

unspecific in the sense that they are open to interpretations but films are

specific and the audiences have to follow the path shown by the film.

A single individual produces literature but film is the product of many and

is concerted effort of director, photographer, characters and other technical

staff.


